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ONLINE SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL 
 
 
Interview Guide 
 
Overview: Thank you for participating in this interview. We are interested in learning about 
rheumatologists’ perspectives on patient-reported outcome measures and their potential use in 
clinical care. Your answers will help us design a pilot program to incorporate these surveys in 
the clinical workflow. 
 
Introductory Question: 

How many years have you been practicing as a rheumatologist? 
 
Patient-Reported Outcomes and Measures: 
Patient-reported outcomes are “any report of the status of a patient’s health condition that 
comes directly from the patient, without interpretation of the patient’s response by a clinician or 
anyone else.” These include things like symptoms (pain, fatigue, anxiety), functional status 
(physical, mental/cognition), quality of life (social participation, sleep etc), and general health 
perceptions. There has been a big push to include patient-reported outcomes as endpoints in 
clinical trials, as well as to incorporate them into regular clinical care. Many standardized tools 
exist to measure the outcomes important to patients, including the HAQ, RAPID3 and PROMIS 
system. 
 

1) Do you routinely collect any patient-reported outcome measures (i.e. HAQ, RAPID3, 
PROMIS10 etc.) for use in patient care? 

 
a) If so, which measures do you collect? 
b) For which patients do you collect them? 
c) Do you use this information in your practice?  

- If yes, how? 
- If no, why not? 

 
2) Would you want to regularly measure (using a standardized survey) any patient-reported 

outcomes as part of your care of patients?  
a) If so, which outcomes and why?  

- How would you use this information?  
- When would you collect this information (before the visit, at the visit, 

between visits)?  
- How often would you collect this information (every visit, once a year, 

once a month, once a week, leave it up to the patient)? 
b) If not, why not? 

 
3) What challenges and/or barriers do you envision in using patient-reported outcome 

measures in your clinical care? 
 

4) What suggestions do you have for designing a system to incorporate patient-reported 
outcome measures as part of clinical care?  
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5) What preferences would you have for the frequency (just before visits, between visits, or 
both) and mechanism of score report delivery (paper, email, EMR)? 

 
6) What resources would be helpful to you in supporting such a program? 

 
Is there anything about this topic that you think is important that I haven’t asked you about or 
that we haven’t talked about today? 
 
Demographics: 

1) What is your sex? 
2) What is your race? 
3) What is your ethnicity (Hispanic/Non-Hispanic)? 

 
Thank you for participating in this interview! 


