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Plain Language Summary
Rheumatoid arthritis (RA) is a long-lasting autoimmune disease. Infections are common in RA.
Some infections can cause hospital visits or death. It is important to study how different doses of
treatments for RA may affect the risk of infections. This study looked at abatacept (ABA), a
treatment option for RA, and whether higher doses led to more infections in patients with RA.

Our study had 2 parts. It used data from the original Assessing Very Early Rheumatoid
Arthritis Treatment-2 (AVERT-2) study. In part 1, we combined results from AVERT-2 with
results from 12 other studies. We did this to see what factors might affect ABA levels in patients
with RA taking ABA and methotrexate. In part 2, we used results from AVERT-2 to see if
higher ABA doses would lead to more infections in patients with RA.

In part 1, we found that body weight affects the removal of ABA from the body. In part
2, we found that higher ABA doses did not lead to more infections. We also found that taking a
steroid at the beginning of the study or taking methotrexate with a steroid during the study did
not lead to more infections. Patients who weighed more than 70 kg at the beginning of the study
did not have more infections than those who weighed less than 70 kg.

These results may help doctors pick the best dose of ABA for treatment of patients with
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