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Dr. Cappelli et al reply
To the Editor:

We thank the authors1 for their interest in our study2 and for 
their comments. Our study was designed to test the hypoth-
esis that osteoarthritis (OA) at distant joints could predispose 
patients to develop inflammatory arthritis (IA) from immune 
checkpoint inhibitor therapy (ICI). Therefore, we did not 
expect that the hip joints would necessarily be affected by IA 
in those with radiographic hip OA as opposed to other joints. 
We agree that hip IA is difficult to assess, and attribution of hip 
pain can be complex. Future studies should pursue systematic, 
prospective evaluation of OA at the commonly affected joints 
mentioned by the authors in a cohort of patients starting ICI 
therapy rather than relying on retrospective chart review or 
diagnosis codes, both of which may result in misclassification 
of OA status. In the absence of such a prospectively performed 
study, evaluating hip OA using imaging uniformly received by a 
population of patients as they started ICI therapy was a system-
atic way to evaluate the presence of OA at the start of therapy. 
This novel approach serves as a model of how imaging taken 
for the purposes of evaluating cancer can be used in studies of 
immune-related adverse events.
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