Effects of Co-medication with Glucocorticoids in Biologics
Trials
To the Editor:

I read with interest the article “Effect of Glucocorticoids on the Clinical and
Radiographic Efficacy of Tofacitinib in Patients with Rheumatoid Arthritis:
A Posthoc Analysis of Data from 6 Phase III Studies1.”
I am pleased with the finding of a numerically beneficial effect of current
co-treatment with glucocorticoids on radiographic progression in patients
treated only with methotrexate (or placebo), because this strengthens earlier
observations we made in this journal2.
The authors report that the differences between these groups were not
statistically significant, but the article was not entirely clear on the analysis
strategy. The difference was most apparent at 24 months, but the CI
overlapped. Although overlapping CI do not preclude a significant
difference3, from visual inspection of the figure, the degree of overlap
supports the conclusion, and I assume the differences were also formally
tested. However, I am not sure whether this difference at 24 months (and
the CI) fully incorporated the information on the measurements taken at 6
and 12 months. In other words, did the mixed model analysis result in an
overall assessment of the progression rate over 24 months, or were the
timepoints tested separately? Optimal power to detect differences is only
achieved if the former method was used.
Also, information is missing on the number of patients still taking
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placebo at 24 months, and on the treatment of the patients who started taking
placebo but prematurely discontinued or were switched to active (or other)
treatment per protocol. This information would help to further interpret the
findings of this posthoc analysis.
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