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ONLINE SUPPLEMENTARY DATA 

 

Supplementary Figure 1. The search strategy for systemic sclerosis studies that 

recorded a prevalence of scleroderma renal crisis (SRC). 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

5317 citations were identified: 

 2343 from PubMed 

 315 from Cinahl 

 233 from The Cochrane Library 

 2426  from Embase 

5276 citations were excluded: 

 180 were duplicates 

 5096 did not meet the inclusion criteria 

52 citations were selected  

for full text review 

    

30 studies were excluded: 

            5 were abstracts 

 3 were review articles 

 13 were lacking control groups 

 1 was not in English 

 8 did not show a prevalence of SRC 

22 citations were included  

for meta-analysis 
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Supplementary Figure 2. Funnel plot for the frequency of scleroderma renal crisis 
according to sample size in the studies where the distribution of lcSSc and 
dcSSc has not been specified (overall SSc). The plot is graphed vertically 
according to sample size. There may be publication bias for the non-classified 
SSc rates with one study appearing to be an outlier.  

 

 
 
Note: SSc – systemic sclerosis; dcSSc - diffuse cutaneous systemic sclerosis 
subset; lcSSc – limited cutaneous systemic sclerosis subset; SRC – scleroderma 
renal crisis 
 
 
 
Supplementary Figure 3. Funnel plot for the frequency of scleroderma renal crisis 
in diffuse cutaneous systemic sclerosis subset (dcSSc) in studies according to 
sample size.  

 

 
 
Note: SRC – scleroderma renal crisis 
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