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Supplementary Figure 1. 

Analysis of miRNA expression and SSc sample age. Expression data of 37 detected miRNA in the 

HC, SSc, and SLE sample groups. Additionally, the 40 oldest SSc samples (samples 1–40, of which 

35 has a PC2 ≥ 0.05; Figure 1) are also plotted as a separate group labelled “old SSc” (green 

squares) to visualize which miRNA associate with sample age in the SSc group. Also indicated are 

the results of one-way analysis of variance with Tukey post-test for comparing all columns. On the 

basis of clear associations with SSc sample age, non-significance, or too few data, the following 11 

miRNA were excluded for further evaluation: miR-18a-5p, -21, -27a-3p, -181a, -184, -203, -18a, -

409-3p, -375, -29c-3p, and -423-5p. 

 

miRNA: microRNA; SSc: systemic sclerosis; HC: healthy controls; SLE: systemic lupus 

erythematosus; PC: principal component. 
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