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To the Editor:
We thank Dr. Rothschild for his interest1 in our article2 on the incidence of
arterial and venous thrombosis in antineutrophil cytoplasmic antibody–
associated vasculitis (AAV). He raises the interesting issue of susceptibility
to both arterial and venous thrombotic events, which is also characteristic
of antiphospholipid syndrome. The question arises as to the possible role of
antiphospholipid antibodies (aPL) in the thrombotic events seen in AAV. We
also thought that this possibility should be examined, but unfortunately our
data on aPL are limited, because we studied a retrospective cohort in which
these tests were not routinely performed. In fact, we tested for anticardiolipin
IgG and IgM in only 49 of the 210 patients in the study. We found positive
results in 3 patients, none of whom were in the group with thrombosis2. In
the patients who had a thrombosis, we found negative results in 4 out of the
24 who had an arterial thrombosis, and 5 out of 14 who had a venous throm-
bosis. These findings were not reported in the original paper because of the
low proportion of patients tested and because they were tested only at
baseline. 
      It is possible that some patients may have developed aPL during the
course of their disease, which could have gone undetected. Even in the
absence of aPL, the high incidence of arterial and venous thrombosis in
patients with AAV should encourage us to consider the relative benefits and
risks of antiplatelet agents or anticoagulants, as discussed by Rothschild1. 
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