
Mr. Fan and Mr. Xin, et al reply
To the Editor:
We thank Liu, et al1 for their comments on our recent study, “Male sexual
dysfunction and ankylosing spondylitis: a systematic review and
metaanalysis”2.

To derive a more precise estimation of the sexual function and its clinical
correlations in men with ankylosing spondylitis (AS), the metaanalysis was
performed. Sexual dysfunction was currently established on the basis of 5
domains: erectile function (EF), orgasmic function (OF), sexual drive (SD),
intercourse satisfaction (IS), and overall satisfaction (OS). The 5 domains
formed the main focus of the object and both metaanalysis and regression
analysis were all analyzed in our study. In metaanalysis, case and control
groups’ data must be provided; however, it will not affect the results in
regression analysis if the control group’s data cannot be provided. This is
why the metaanalysis was performed in only 5 or 6 studies; while 11 studies
were included in the research in our study, the others were only provided in
regression analysis. In addition, the effect size was measured by standardized
mean differences, and therefore it also does not affect the results if the
included studies’ results are in different units.

In EF domain, there are 6 studies. Begg funnel plot and Egger test were
tested and found no evidence of publication bias. However, like OF and IS,
there are only 5 studies — too few to conduct funnel plot analysis and Egger
tests, and we cannot be sure whether there is publication bias. Therefore, we
wrote the sentence that it is possible that there is publication bias in the
metaanalysis study in the discussion. 

The question concerning the data of Xu, et al3 and Pirildar, et al4 is a
very good one. When we found the data in 2 papers, we also doubted they
may be in the same research. We tried to contact the author of the last paper,
but could not. Considering that the countries (Turkey and China) and the
number of participants are different, eventually we put them as 2 independent
papers. But the sensitivity analysis was performed in our metaanalysis, and
the results were not changed in each domain of the IIEF. Therefore, even if
the 2 papers were the same, the results were still right.

As Liu, et al show, metaanalysis is a useful approach to assess and
synthesize the results of pertinent studies to draw conclusions; however, the
theories and methods in this case were complex and profound. And the
authors should learn more about how to go to practice problems from the
statistical professionals. In any case, we thank the authors for carefully
reading our article. The problem of sexual function and its clinical correla-
tions in men with AS should be further investigated in future prospective
cohort studies. 
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