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Kelley and Firestein’s Textbook of Rheumatology is a well-organized
resource for residents and practicing rheumatologists. The first half of
Volume 1 covers anatomy, immunology, as well as broad topics such as
cancer risk in rheumatic diseases and pregnancy. As a trainee, I found it very
helpful to have basic science concepts presented in a way that helps me
understand their clinical relevance. This volume also reviews the approach
to regional pain, laboratory testing, injection techniques, imaging, and
pharmacology. The summary tables were very helpful to highlight key
points.
Volume 2 dives into the individual rheumatic diseases with excellent

clinical images. Each chapter delves into the background, pathophysiology,
outcome measures, and treatment with an extensive list of resources for
additional reading. Given the extent of topics covered, I found the headings
to be particularly effective to narrow down the areas I wanted to review or
re-read.

Kelley and Firestein’s Textbook of Rheumatology is an excellent
2-volume series that covers the spectrum of rheumatology, from under-
standing the molecular basis of disease to approaches to practical topics
(injection techniques, imaging) to specific disease entities, both common
and uncommon. I would highly recommend this book for rheumatology
residents as a study resource and practicing rheumatologists as a reference
book given its thorough yet succinct delivery of many topics.
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