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    Abstract
OBJECTIVE: To more closely assess medication errors in gout care, we examined data from a national, Internet-accessible error reporting program over a 5-year reporting period. METHODS: We examined data from the MEDMARX database, covering the period from January 1, 1999 through December 31, 2003. For allopurinol and colchicine, we examined error severity, source, type, contributing factors, and healthcare personnel involved in errors, and we detailed errors resulting in patient harm. Causes of error and the frequency of other error characteristics were compared for gout medications versus other musculoskeletal treatments using the chi-square statistic. RESULTS: Gout medication errors occurred in 39% (n = 273) of facilities participating in the MEDMARX program. Reported errors were predominantly from the inpatient hospital setting and related to the use of allopurinol (n = 524), followed by colchicine (n = 315), probenecid (n = 50), and sulfinpyrazone (n = 2). Compared to errors involving other musculoskeletal treatments, allopurinol and colchicine errors were more often ascribed to problems with physician prescribing (7% for other therapies versus 23-39% for allopurinol and colchicine, p < 0.0001) and less often due to problems with drug administration or nursing error (50% vs 23-27%, p < 0.0001). CONCLUSION: Our results suggest that inappropriate prescribing practices are characteristic of errors occurring with the use of allopurinol and colchicine. Physician prescribing practices are a potential target for quality improvement interventions in gout care.




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     PreviousNext 
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Back to top  


  
  



			

		

		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        In this issue

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
  
      
      
          The Journal of Rheumatology      
      
        	Vol. 33, Issue 3 1 Mar 2006 


      
      
        		Table of Contents
	Index by Author




      




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
  
		
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Download PDF  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Article Alerts

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  User Name *
 



  Password *
 


Sign In to Email Alerts with your Email Address

  Email *
 








  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Email Article

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
 Thank you for your interest in spreading the word about The Journal of Rheumatology.
NOTE: We only request your email address so that the person you are recommending the page to knows that you wanted them to see it, and that it is not junk mail. We do not capture any email address.




  Your Email *
 



  Your Name *
 



  Send To *
 

Enter multiple addresses on separate lines or separate them with commas.




  You are going to email the following 
 Medication errors with the use of allopurinol and colchicine: a retrospective study of a national, anonymous Internet-accessible error reporting system.



  Message Subject 
 (Your Name) has forwarded a page to you from The Journal of Rheumatology



  Message Body 
 (Your Name) thought you would like to see this page from the The Journal of Rheumatology web site.



  Your Personal Message 
 








CAPTCHAThis question is for testing whether or not you are a human visitor and to prevent automated spam submissions.










  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Citation Tools

  
    
  
      
  
  
      
  
      
  
  
  
  
      Medication errors with the use of allopurinol and colchicine: a retrospective study of a national, anonymous Internet-accessible error reporting system.
  
    	Ted R Mikuls, Jeffrey R Curtis, Jeroan J Allison, Rodney W Hicks, Kenneth G Saag

  
    	The Journal of Rheumatology Mar 2006, 33 (3) 562-566; 

  
  
  



  

  
  	      Citation Manager Formats

        
      	BibTeX
	Bookends
	EasyBib
	EndNote (tagged)
	EndNote 8 (xml)
	Medlars
	Mendeley
	Papers
	RefWorks Tagged
	Ref Manager
	RIS
	Zotero

    

  



  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Request Permissions

  


  
  



          

        

        
        
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Share  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
  
  
  
      Medication errors with the use of allopurinol and colchicine: a retrospective study of a national, anonymous Internet-accessible error reporting system.
  
    	Ted R Mikuls, Jeffrey R Curtis, Jeroan J Allison, Rodney W Hicks, Kenneth G Saag

  
    	The Journal of Rheumatology Mar 2006, 33 (3) 562-566; 

  
  
  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    Share This Article:
  
  
    
  
  
    Copy
  


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: del.icio.us logo] [image: Digg logo] [image: Reddit logo] [image: Twitter logo] [image: CiteULike logo] [image: Facebook logo] [image: Google logo] [image: Mendeley logo]
  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    	Tweet Widget
	Facebook Like
	Google Plus One



  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Bookmark this article
  User Name *
 



  Password *
 



   Remember my user name & password. 










  


  
  



          

        

	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
      


  
  



  
        Jump to section

    
  
  
    	Article
	Info & Metrics
	References
	 PDF
	eLetters



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
     Related Articles


 Cited By...


 Similar Articles






  



  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


    

  



  
                
    
      


  



    

  


      


  

    
  
      
    
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
        Content

    
  
  
    	First Release
	Current
	Archives
	Collections
	Audiovisual Rheum
	COVID-19 and Rheumatology

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        Resources

    
  
  
    	Guide for Authors
	Submit Manuscript
	Author Payment
	Reviewers
	Advertisers
	Classified Ads
	Reprints and Translations
	Permissions
	Meetings
	FAQ
	Policies

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        Subscribers

    
  
  
    	Subscription Information
	Purchase Subscription
	Your Account
	Terms and Conditions

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        More

    
  
  
    	About Us
	Contact Us
	My Alerts
	My Folders
	Privacy/GDPR Policy
	RSS Feeds

  


  
  



  


    

  


  


  

  
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    [image: The Journal of Rheumatology]  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    The content of this site is intended for health care professionals.


Copyright © 2024 by The Journal of Rheumatology Publishing Co. Ltd.


Print ISSN: 0315-162X; Online ISSN: 1499-2752

  




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Powered by HighWire]  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  

  
    
  
      




  