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OMERACT is an informal international network of health

professionals that organizes meetings focused on outcome

measurement across randomized controlled trials and longi-

tudinal observational studies. OMERACT strives to

improve outcome measures through a data driven, iterative

consensus process. OMERACT has a 5 member Core

Executive Committee, which has recently been expanded to

include 14 members, as well as a 25 member steering group,

composed of international opinion leaders from 6

 continents.

Since the first OMERACT was held in The Netherlands

in 1992, we have circled the globe 9 times and achieved

successes that were previously only dreamed of. We would

like to take this opportunity to thank the working group

leaders, the patients, the participants, and our industry part-

ners for making OMERACT such a great success over the

past 18 years. This meeting, in true OMERACT spirit, was

incredibly creative and productive. 

Our success can be measured by the 28 high quality

working groups that presented both at this conference and at

other specialty meetings. This year we held a special bio-

markers and imaging session dedicated to the memory of Dr.

John Sharp, a world leader in imaging and a dedicated

OMERACTer, who passed away shortly after OMERACT 9.

This year we will be publishing the proceedings in 3

parts: (1) Disease Specific OMERACT Activities, (2)

Patient Reported Outcomes, and (3) Biomarkers and

Imaging. The conference proceedings will be freely avail-

able for download through a link on our website:

www.omeract.org.

Disease Specific OMERACT Activities

1. Gout 

2. Vasculitis

3. Fibromyalgia

4. Psoriatic Arthritis

5. Ankylosing Spondylitis

6. Hip and Knee Arthoplasty

7. Connective Tissue Disorder — Interstitial Lung Disease

Patient Reported Outcomes — PRO 1

1. Introduction

2. Establishing Domains for PRO

3. Developing Instruments for PRO

4. Measuring Responsiveness for PRO

5. A Virtual Campus of PRO

6. Remission in Rheumatoid Arthritis

7. The ICF

Patient Reported Outcomes — PRO 2

1. Flares in Rheumatoid Arthritis

2. Item Response Theory and Computerized Adaptive

Testing

3. Total Articular Joint Replacement

4. Clinical Economics 

5. Worker Productivity

6. Health literacy

7. Effective Consumer and Equity

8. Nonpharmacological Outcomes

Biomarkers and Imaging

1. Radiographic Findings

2. MRI Bone Erosion 

3. MRI in Longitudinal Cohort

4. MRI in Inflammatory Arthritis

5. MRI in Ankylosing Spondylitis

6. Ultrasound

7. Synovial Tissue

Apart from clinician scientists, 2 groups of “end users” of

consensus outcome measures deserve special mention:

patients and industry. Very early on, OMERACT recognized

the need for input from patients. Patients have actively par-

ticipated in OMERACT activities since 2000. Their input is

essential to decide on the right domains and measurement

tools. Over the last 10 years, their dedication to the process

has been an example for us all.

OMERACT has always sought constructive engagement

with industry. Industry supports OMERACT financially

through a Business Advisory Committee. Corporate

Members of this committee consult with the Executive on

the agenda for the meetings, and send a limited number of

delegate scientists to each meeting. In this way we hope the

consensus reached on outcome measures also includes

measurement concerns raised from that perspective, and in

turn, that recommendations are rapidly taken up in trial

design. 

OMERACT 10 — International Consensus
Conference on Outcome Measures in Rheumatology
Clinical Trials
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We invite anyone to join OMERACT and contribute to

the awesome amount of work that the working groups

achieve together!

PETER BROOKS, MD, FRACP,

University of Melbourne,

Melbourne, Australia; 

MAARTEN BOERS, MD, MSc, PhD,

VUMC, Epidemiology & Biotatistics, 

Amsterdam, The Netherlands;

LEE S. SIMON, MD,

West Newton, 

Massachusetts, USA;

VIBEKE STRAND, MD,

Stanford University, 

Portola Valley, CA, USA;

PETER TUGWELL, MD, MSc, FRCPC,

Faculty of Medicine, 

University of Ottawa; 

Department of Medicine, Ottawa Hospital, 

Ottawa Hospital Research Institute;

Institute of Population Health, 

University of Ottawa, 

Ottawa, Canada;

LEANNE IDZERDA, 
Centre for Global Health Research, 

Institute of Population Health,

University of Ottawa, 

Ottawa, Canada.

Address correspondence to Leanne Idzerda. E-mail: omeract@uottawa.ca

OMERACT 10 — International Consensus Conference

on Outcome Measures in Rheumatology Clinical Trials

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

Peter Brooks, Chair, Australia

Maarten Boers, The Netherlands

Lee S. Simon, USA

Vibeke Strand, USA

Peter Tugwell, Canada

OMERACT THEME LEADERS

Clifton Bingham

Philip Conaghan 

Maria-Antonietta D’Agostino

Laure Gossec

John Kirwan

Robert Landewe

Lyn March

Jasvinder Singh

George Wells

STEERING GROUP

Dorcas Beaton

Arvind Chopra

Maxime Dougados

Paul Emery

Dan Furst

Sherine Gabriel

Duncan Gordon

John Kirwan

Walter Maksymowych

Philip Mease

Girish Mody

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

Financial support for OMERACT 10 was provided by the following pharmaceutical com-

panies and their subsidiaries: Alderbio, USA; Amgen, USA; Astellas Pharma, Japan;

Bristol Myers Squibb, USA; Celgene, USA; Cypress/Forest, USA; Genentech/ Roche,

USA; Genzyme, USA; Jazz Pharmaceuticals, USA; Merck/ Schering Plough,

Netherlands; Novartis, Switzerland; Novo Nordisk, Sweden; Pfizer, USA; Regeneron,

USA; Savient, USA; Takeda, USA; UCB, Canada; Xoma, USA; Wyeth, USA

The Organizing Committees wish to thank EULAR and ACR for the bursaries provid-

ed to young researchers to partake in the OMERACT program. The OMERACT confer-

ences are only possible through the ongoing commitment of the (co-) chairs and their sub-

groups of the Modules, workshops, and Special Interest Groups, who provide the science;

and a special thank you to Leanne Idzerda and Q2Q Communications for organizing this

conference.

J Rheumatol 2011;38:1448–51; doi:10.3899/jrheum.110325

Personal non-commercial use only. The Journal of Rheumatology Copyright © 2011. All rights reserved.

Ted Pincus

Pam Richards

Ken Saag

Eduardo Samoyoa

Ralph Schumacher

Josef Smolen

Randall Stevens

Desiree van der Heijde

George Wells

Janet Woodcock

Thasia Woodworth

 www.jrheum.orgDownloaded on April 17, 2024 from 

http://www.jrheum.org/

